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July,  1955. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Haslingden 
Borough  Council 


1 have  the  honour  to  present  tile  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1954  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
district. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  the 
population  remains  the  same  at  14,250.  The  adjusted*  birth 
rate  was  15.8  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  ld.O  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  were  15.2  and  11.3  respectively.  The  infant  mor- 
tality rate  was  10  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
the  national  rate  of  25.5.  For  the  seventh  year  in  success- 
sion  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Infectious  disease,  apart  from  tuberculosis,  was 
mainly  confined  to  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever,  and 
measles,  and  these  figures  were  much  lower,  except  for 
scarlet  fever,  than  the  previous  year.  There  were  five  cases 
of  dysentery,  two  cases  of  erysipelas  and  one  case  of 
poliomyelitis — a baby  girl  aged  between  one  and  two 
years.  For  the  eighth  year  in  succession  there  were  no 
cases  of  diphtheria,  but  this  can  only  be  maintained  by  the 
protection  given  by  immunisation  and  parents  are  reminded 
of  the  importance  of  this  treatment  and  urged  to  ensure 
that  their  children  take  full  advantage  of  the  facilities 
afforded  by  immunisation  against  this  disease.  Immunis- 
ing facilities  for  whooping  cough  are  now  being  made 
available  through  welfare  ! 'centres  and  general  practi- 
tioners. A combined  injection  giving  protection  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is  recommended 
for  infants  and  young  children.  As  yet  there  is  no  satis- 
factory protection  inoculation  for  measles. 

The  protection  against  smallpox  afforded  by  vaccina- 
tion is  best  provided  in  infancy,  when  the  likelihood  of 
complications  is  least.  Only  one  child  in  every  three  was 
vaccinated  in  Haslingden  during  1954,  a proportion  which 
is  far  from  satisfactory. 
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1 persons  died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during 
tin*  year,  eight  new  cases  of  the  disease  Mere  notified,  and 
six  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  examina- 
tion for  tubercle  bacilli  were  all  found  to  be  free  of  infec- 
tion, but  t wo  out  of  twenty-one  did  not  pass  the  recognised 
bacteriological  test.  There  is  still  no  doubt  that  ungraded 
raw  milk  is  subject  to  tuberculous  infection  from  time  to 
time,  and  parents  are  again  reminded  that  by  purchasing- 
only  T.T.,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised  milk,  they  can  obviate 
the  danger  to  their  children  from  infected  milk.  Thirteen 
samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  brucella  abortus  test, 
following  a case  of  brucellosis  in  the  town,  of  these 
samples  9 were  negative  and  4 showed  evidence  of  infection 
by  brucella  abortus.  Certain  precautions  and  safety  mea- 
sures were  introduced  which  had  the  effect  of  preventing 
any  further  infection  from  this  source. 

Meat  inspection  has  now  returned  to  the  control  of  the 
Council  and,  of  the  previous  number  of  nine  private 
slaughterhouses,  only  one  has  been  licensed. 

There  were  15  notifications  of  suspected  food  poison- 
ing, but  after  full  investigation  none  were  confirmed. 

The  public  mains  water  supply  lias,  in  general,  been 
satisfactory.  One  hundred  and  forty-five  bacteriological 
and  twenty-two  chemical  samples  examined  were  of  a 
satisfactory  standard.  Samples  taken  from  private  water 
supplies  were  again  far  from  satisfactory,  twenty-four  out 
of  thirty-two  samples  were  found  to  be  below  standard 
bacteriologically. 

During  the  year  110  houses  and  flats  were  completed, 
all  but  six  of  these  were  built  by  the  local  authority.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  Mere  390  applicants  for  Counci1 
houses  on  the  register. 

Improvement  grants  applications  under  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  were  under  consideration  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  of  these  IT  Mere  approved  in  1955.  A grant 
of  half  the  cost  of  the  M’ork  approved  by  the  Council  is 
permitted  by  the  Dousing  Act  1949  as  amended  by  the 
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Housing1  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  15)54 . Such  property,  after 
improvement,  must  he  capable  of  providing  satisfactory 
accommodation  for  more  than  15  years. 

1 would  like  to  thank  the  various  officers  of  the  Council 
who  have  provided  statistical  information  for  this  report 
and  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  Staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  their  generous  help,  assistance,  and 
Co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  sei'vant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

* Adjusted  means  corrected  to  a standard  population 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  other  districts. 


Section  A 


Statistics 

and 

Social  Conditions 
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STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  8,195 

Population  (census  1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,505 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  mid-year 

population  for  1954  ...  14,250 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931)  4,856 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954, 

according  to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  5,471 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £92,490 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...: £367 

Population : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  for  1954  remains  the  same  as  1953.  It  is  estima- 
ted as  being  14,250.  The  1951  census  population  was  14,505. 

Live  Births : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

Male  ......  110  4 114 

Female  90  5 95 

200  9 209 


Still  Birth : 

Male...  ...  1 ...  1 

Female  3 ...  3 


4 


4 
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Total  Registered  Births  for  1954  ...  213 
Total  Registered  Births  for  1953  ...  223 


Total  Registered  Deaths: 

Male  Female  Total 

For  1954  114  89  203 

For  1953  .........  ...  91  102  193 


Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under  I year: 

For  1954 : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

Male  ...  2 .,.  2 

Female  ......... 


2 


For  1953 : 

Male  ....  G ...  6 

Female  3 ...  3 
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Death  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

For  1954 : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 
Male  ...  ...  ...  2 ...  2 

Female ... 


o 


9 


For  1 953 : 

Male ...  4 

Female  ...  3 


4 

3 


7 


12 


i here  were  two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  both  of  which  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

A list  of  the  ages  and  sex,  and  the  causes  of  death  of 
(he  two  infants  is  appended  herewith. 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Place  of 
Death 

Male 

28  mins. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

Home 

Male 

5 hours 

Congenital  Atelectasis 

Hospital 

13 
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As  in  previous  years  heart  disease  is  again  responsible 
for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  92  being  certified  as  due 
to  this  cause. 

This  is  a rather  higher  figure  than  last  year  when  81 
deaths  from  heart  disease  were  recorded. 

Details  of  th  e principal  causes  of  death  during  1954 
are  given  in  Table  11  below. 

TABLE  II. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1954 

Causes  of  Death.  Number  of  Deaths 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  ....  2 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ...  ...  ... 

Syphilitic  diseases — 

Diphtheria  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  — 

Cancer,  malignant  disease,  all  forms  36 


Leukaemia ...  ...  — 

Diabetes  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  23 

Heart  disease 92 

Other  circulatory  disease ...  5 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia ...  6 

Bronchitis 8 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system...  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  „ ...  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  .......  •••  1 


Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion  ...  ••• 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  ...  14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents ••• 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  3 

Suicide 4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  


203 


Section  B 


General  Provision 

of 

Health  Services 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area 


Tender  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  health  services  under  that 


Act. 


The  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and  milk 
and  water  samples  is  undertaken  without  charge  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester 

The  following  matters  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Borough  Council: — The  control  of  infectious  disease; 
provision  of  suitable  water  supplies ; control  of  cleansing 
and  disposal  of  refuse ; inspection  of  all  food  and  food- 
preparing  premises ; sampling  of  foodstuffs  (milk,  ice- 
cream, etc.)  for  bacteriological  examination;  sanitary 
accommodation  to  houses,  factories,  shops  and  other 
premises ; inspection  of  houses  with  regard  to  fitness  for 
human  habitation;  nuisances  and  defects;  rodent  control; 
offensive  trades;  smoke  abatement;  and  many  other 
matters  concerned  with  environmental  health 

Hospital  facilities  are  now  under  the  Regional  Board 
and  Management  Committees  and  patients  are  admitted 
without  regard  to  local  boundaries. 

Ambulance,  Difffrict  Nursing,  Midwifery  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  and  administered  under  the  Divisional 
Health  Service  Scheme. 


Section  C 

Prevalence  of  and 
Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 
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Infectious  Disease : 

Cases  or  Infectious  Disease  are  treated  without  charge 
at  the  infectious  disease  hospital  and  similarly  pathological 
examinations  are  made  without  charge  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  requires  that  copies 
of  all  notifications  of  infectious  disease  must  be  forwarded 
without  delay  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  In  practice 
these  notifications  are  sent  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
so  that  he  may  correlate  action  within  the  health  division 
and  to  enable  the  Divisional  Committee  to  gain  a regular 
knowledge  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  through- 
out their  area. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  the  responsibility  of 
the  County  Council  but  close  co-operation  between  the 
Borough  Council  and  the  County  Council  is  maintained 
particularly  for  propaganda  purposes.  During  the  year, 
174  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  immunised  and 
33  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  186  children  received  a 
reinforcement  injection  during  1954. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAD  COMPLETED 
A COURSE  OF  PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION  AT  ANY 
TIME  UP  TO  31/12/54. 


Age  at  31  / 1 2 / 54 

i.e.  born  in  year 

under  1 
1954 

1-4 

1953-1950 

5-9 

1949  1945 

10-14 

1944-1940 

Total 
under  15 

Number  Immunised 

25 

59 1 i 

773 

677 

2066 

Table  IY  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  treated  in  hospital  during  1954. 
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TABLE  IV 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TREATED 


IN  HOSPITAL  DURING  1954. 


Disease 


Cases 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Pneu- 

monia 

Whoop- 
ing Meas 
Cough  les 

Erysi- 

pelas 

Polio- 

myelitis 

In  Hospital  at  begin- 
ning of  year 
Admitted  during 

the  year 

Disharged  during 

9 

2 

4 1 

1 

1 

the  year 

9 

1 

4 j 1 

1 

1 

Died  in  Hospital  ... 
Remaining  in  Hos- 
pital at  end  of  year 

1 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examination : 

Table  V shows  the  results  of  bacteriological  examina- 
tions made  during  the  year. 


TABLE  V. 

BACTER  IOLOGIC'AE  EXAM  I NATIONS  EUR  INC 

1954 


Particulars  of  Examination 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria  Throat  Swabs  ... 

47 

47 

Other  Swabs  ... 

17 

17 

Virulence  Tests 

Other  Examinations — 

H aem  oly tic  Strep toc< )cci 

25 

32 

57 

Salmonella 

. . . 

61 

61 

Dysentery  

13 

62 

7*5 

Others  

6 

6 
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T uberculosis : 

Each  ease  of  tuberculosis  is  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  as  soon 
as  possible  after  receipt  of  notification.  Sixty-one  cases 
were  visited  during  the  year,  the  number  of  visits  paid 
being  322.  Where  desirable,  Sanatorium  or  Hospital 
treatment  is  arranged  for  after  consultation  between  the 
Chest  Physician  and  the  Medical  Practitioner  concerned. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  88  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  register,  14  cases  were  added  and  16 
cases  taken  off  the  register,  leaving  a total  of  86  cases  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Table  VI  gives  the  age  of  the  eases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  and  deaths  from  flip  disease  during  1954. 

TABLE  VI 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING 
TIIE  YEAR  1954. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Res  pi  ra  tor  v 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Males 

Femnles 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Tears 

0-1 

... 

1.5 

l 

... 

... 

... 

5-10 

i 

... 

2 

... 

10-15 

... 

... 

2 

... 

15-20 

... 

... 

... 

20-25 

... 

... 

... 

25  35 

2 

1 

35-45 

1 

... 

... 

... 

45  65 

3 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

65  and 
upwards 

... 

l 

1 

7 

l 

3 

8 

1 

i 

| 

1 

8 

6 

W j 

N.B.  Primary  notifications  only  included  in  the  above 
table. 


Tiie  examination  of  sputum  for  the  presence  ot 
tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  at  the  Blackburn  Royal 
lniirmary.  Of  54  such  specimens  examined  during  1954, 
d were  positive  and  51  negative. 

In  no  instance  has  there  been  any  wilful  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify;  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  th is 
district  being  satisfactory 


There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  excessive  incidence 
of,  or  mortality  from  tuberculosis  in  any  particular 
occupation  in  the  area. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  during  the 
year  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulaf’ ms,  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 

Table  VII  gives  particulars  of  disinfection  during 
the  year. 


TABLE  VII 

DISINFECTION  DURING  1954. 


Disease,  etc. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Rooms 

Articles 

Tuberculosis 

14 

P9 

Other  Causes 

2 

‘20 

(Number  of  Houses  ...  ...  16) 


Room  fumigation  for  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  smallpox  is  no  longer  recommended.  Experience  has 
shown  that  thorough  cleansing  with  soap  and  water  and 
disinfectant  together  with  efficient  ventilation  of  the 
rooms  is  adequate. 

Infection,  in  the  cases  of  diseases  like  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria,  is  nearly  always  due  to  personal  contact 
or  to  the  infection  of  food  and  drink. 


Section  D 


Sanitary  Circumstances 


Borough  of  Haslingden. 


J uly,  1955. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

To  the  Chairman  amt  Members  of  the 
ilealli  Committee 

I have  t lie  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
my  eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  in 
the  area  and  the  progress  recorded  in  1954. 

Housing  continues  h>  he  the  most  prominent  of  our 
health  problems  and  considerable  progress  can  be  recorded 
this  year.  Twenty-nine  of  the  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough 
were  the  subject  of  statutory  Closing  Orders  in  addition  to 
four  old  houses  which  were  taken  over  by  the  Council  for 
eventual  demolition.  The  Council  made  very  good  pro- 
gress in  the  erection  of  new  dwellings  as  84  houses  and 
20  flats  were  completed  in  1954. 

The  report  asked  for  by  the  Health  Committee  in  1953, 
giving  details  of  the  back  to  earth  property  in  the  Borough, 
was  presented  in  January  and  later  circulated  to  all 
Members  of  Hie  Council.  Of  Hie  twenty-nine  houses  which 
were  the  subject  of'  Closing  Orders  twenty-three  were  base- 
ment type  back  to  earth  houses. 

Due  to  the  work  entailed  in  dealing  with  the  inspection 
and  reports  of  unfit  houses  there  has  been  little  time  to 
proceed  with  the  full  survey  of  unfit  houses  in  the 
Borough,  and  this  will  have  to  be  tackled  in  1955.  How- 
ever, the  Borough  Council  can  pride  itself  on  being 
amongst  the  first  to  recommence  clearance  work. 

The  new  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  gives 
additional  powers  with  regard  to  clearance  schemes  and 
improvement  grants,  and  allows  “ repairs  increases  ” of 
rent  in  certain  cases.  Its  effect  on  housing  progress  will 
be  more  fully  appreciated  next  year. 
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Removal  of  control  on  meat  supplies  in  July  caused  a 
tremendous  problem  in  all  Health  Departments  and,  of 
course,  to  all  connected  with  the  meat  trade.  The  Health 
Committee  went  into  this  problem  of  ensuring  that  a satis- 
factory supply  of  meat  was  available  to  the  inhabitants 
ol  the  Borough  when  control  of  meat  terminated  in  July, 
1954.  The  trade  itself  was  frequently  consulted,  its  views 
sought,  and  in  March  a meeting  of  all  meat  traders  with 
the  Health  Committee  took  place.  Those  Local  Authorities 
in  this  neighbourhood  with  Public  Abattoirs  were 
approached  with  regard  to  affording  facilities  for  slaughter- 
ing to  butchers  in  Haslingden.  All  private  slaughterhouses 
which  were  in  existence  in  Haslingden  in  1939  were  inspec- 
ted and  investigated. 

Eventually  arrangements  were  made,  in  several  cases 
directly  by  the  butchers  themselves,  so  that  every  meat 
trader  received  a satisfactory  supply  of  meat  in  the  week 
ending  10th  July  and  subsequently.  One  large  private 
slaughterhouse  was  licensed  in  the  Borough.  A good  pro- 
portion of  meat  is  derived  from  public  abattoirs  of  nearby 
Boroughs.  The  arrangement  made  did  not  please  every  member 
of  the  meat  trade,  but  generally  one  could  claim  that  the 
needs  of  the  public  in  Haslingden  were  met  and  that  most 
of  the  meat  traders  were  tolerably  satisfied.  This  change 
over  caused  a great  amount  of  work  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. Until  tlie  report  by  the  Inter  Departmental  Com- 
mittee on  Slaughterhouses  is  issued  and  considered  by 
Parliament  a permanent  solution  to  this  problem  cannot 
be  made. 

TV  ith  regard  to  public  cleansing  and  particularly 
refuse  disposal  it  must  be  recorded  that  on  the  completion 
of  the  Paragon  Tip  in  October  a start  was  made  on  the 
large  new  South  Shore  Tip.  On  the  completion  of  the 
tipping,  the  owners  of  the  land  on  which  the  Paragon  Tip 
stands  wrote  the  Council  expressing  their  appreciation  of 
the  efficient  way  in  which  the  work  had  been  handled. 

The  volume  of  work  in  the  Department  continues  to 
grow  and  the  additional  duties  which  have  been  met  this 
year  considerably  reduced  the  time  available  for  other 
important  work.  In  October  the  Health  Committee  con- 
sidered this  matter  and  particularly  the  work  entailed  by 
the  new  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  As  a 
result  the  Council  advertised  for  an  Additional  Sanitary 
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Inspector  in  December,  but  no  applications  were  received. 
At  tlie  time  of  writing  this  report  two  further  advertise- 
ments had  been  inserted  with  only  one  reply,  and  no 
appointment  had  been  made.  The  problem  of  carrying  out 
all  the  requirements  of  the  office  remains. 

Attention  has  been  given  as  far  as  time  has  permitted 
to  hygiene  in  food  premises,  water  supplies,  milk  sam- 
pling, food  inspection  and  other  important  work. 

The  test  of  the  report  deals  with  many  other  matters 
of  sanitation  and  hygiene,  which,  whilst  not  at  the  moment 
topical,  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  system  evolved  to  ensure 
the  continuous  protection  of  the  public  health. 

My  appreciation  and  thanks  are  due  to  all  members 
and  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  interest,  encourage- 
ment and  valuable  assistance,  and  to  the  staff  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  in  all  the  work  of  the  Department. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DAWSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water : 

Tlie  water  supply  of  Haslingden  is  obtained  mainly 
from  the  Irwell  Valiev  Water  Board,  with  a small  number 
of  houses  in  the  Rising  Bridge/Stonefold  area  being  sup- 
plied by  the  Accrington  and  District  Water  Board,  and 
the  remainder — rather  more  than  800  houses  and  farms, 
by  springs  and  wells.  Of  the  5,471  inhabited  houses  on  the 
rate  books  at  the  end  of  the  year,  approximately  5180  are 
supplied  by  the  two  Water  Boards,  whilst  the  remaining 
houses — mainly  on  the  outskirts  and  hilly  districts  are 
dependent  on  private  supplies.  The  percentage  of  houses 
supplied  from  private  sources  such  as  springs  and  wells  is 
approximately  6.0.  Accrington  and  District  Water  Board 
supply  about  160  houses  at  the  Baxenden  end  of  the  Rising 
Bridge  area,  whilst  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  provide 
water  for  the  rest  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough.  In  all 
cases  the  water  supply  is  direct  to  taps  in  the  consumers 
houses,  neither  of  these  two  authorities  deliver  water  by 
stand  pipe 

Roughly  half  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  now  fitted 
with  baths. 

Extensions  of  1,175  yards  to  the  existing  mains  of  the 
Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  were  laid  during  the  year  for 
the  purposes  of  new  housing  development,  new  services  to 
existing  property  and  renewal  of  old  mains. 

The  bulk  of  the  water  supplied  in  this  area  is  now 
treated  with  lime  for  plumbo-solvency  and  the  results  of 
such  treatment  is  satisfactory.  lame  treatment  of  the  water 
is  applied  at  the  reservoirs. 

In  1954  forty-six  bacteriological  samples  and  eleven 
chemical  samples  were  taken  of  raw  water  to  determine 
degree  of  treatment  required.  One  hundred  and  forty-five 
bacteriological  samples  and  twenty-two  chemical  samples 
were  taken  of  water  going  into  supply.  These  were  satis- 
factory. All  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  source. 

Thirty-two  samples  of  water  from  private  supplies 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
year.  Eight  were  satisfactory  whilst  twenty-four  were 
below  standard. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage: 
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The  sewage  disposal  works  are  under  the  control  of 
a Joint  Hoard  and  deal  with  the  sewage  of  the  three 
Rossendale  Valley  Towns,  Bacup,  Haslingden  and 
Rawtenstall.  The  plant  is  situated  at  the  lowest  point  in 
the  area,  and  the  method  of  treatment  is  precipitation  and 
filtration  with  outfall  into  the  River  Irwell. 

There  are  still  a number  of  houses  not  connected  to 
public  sewers,  but  these  are  rnostW  in  outlying  districts 
and  farms. 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

The  figures  below  show  the  closet  accommodation  of 


the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1.  Number  of  pail  closets  ..  141 

2.  Number  of  waste-water  closets  ...  2263 

3.  Number  of  fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  2887 

4.  Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  9 

5.  Number  of  movable  askbins 5328 


Two  pail  closets  were  converted  during  the  year.  There 
are  still  one  hundred  and  forty-one  pail  closets  in  exis- 
tence, mostly  situated  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  remote 
from  sewerage  and  mains  water  facilities 

Table  VIII  shows  the  particulars  of  conversions  during 
1954. 
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TABLE  VIII 

CONVERSIONS 

.T  n , , , \ To  fresh  vv.c’s. 

No  ot  pail  closets  < m . , 

r ) To  waste  w.c  s. 

2 

Nil 

No.  of  waste  w.c’s.  to  fresh  w.c’s. 

Li 

No  of  houses  at  which  movable  ashbius 
have  beeu  substituted  for  fixed  receptacles 

Nil 

Public  Cleansing : 

The  vehicles  used  for  public  cleansing-  are  as  follows : 
two  freighters  used  entirely  on  collection  of  household  re- 
fuse. One  freighter  used  for  the  collection  of  nightsoil  (in 
a special  tank  fitted  to  the  vehicle)  and  for  the  collection 
of  trade  refuse,  salvage  and  cover. 

Household  refuse  is  collected  bi-weekly  and  nightsoil 
weekly.  All  household  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  at  the  Paragon  Tip  up  to  the  third  week  in 
October,  1954,  and  since  then  at  the  South  Shore  Tip,  by 
the  same  method.  Nightsoil  is  discharged  to  the  sewers  by 
means  of  a special  nightsoil  shute. 

The  tipping  area  adjacent  to  the  Paragon  Works, 
Rising  Bridge,  was  exhaused  in  mid  October,  and  tipping 
was  commenced  in  the  South  Shore  area  following  the 
completion  of  the  Paragon  Tip.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
new  South  Shore  Tip  will  provide  tipping  space  for  many 
years.  The  Paragon  Tip  provided  tipping  space  for  almost 
exactly  two  years. 

The  refuse  collection  wagons  have  dealt  with  the  fol- 
lowing materials  during  the  year : — 


Loads 

Aslibin  refuse  ...  ...  2441 

Waste  food 65 

Nightsoil  ...  ...  ...  155 

Salvage  ...  ...  57 

Cover  35 

Trade  refuse  ...  121 


Total  2874 


The  following  shows  particulars  of  (lie  materials  dealt 
with  on  the  Paragon  and  South.  Shore  Tips:  — 

Paragon  South  Shjore 


Toads  Loads 

Loads  tipped  by  refuse  wagons  ...  1990  572 

Sweepings  from  Borough  Surveyor's 

Department  222  40 

Loads  tipped  by  private  traders  ...  417  105 


Total  2529  723 

total  — Paragon  and  South  Shore  Tips:  3252 


SALVAGE 

Waste  paper  salvage  continued  throughout  1954,  the 
demand  by  merchants  and  dealers  remained  steady  with  a 
general  slight  upward  tendency.  The  prices  received 
showed  a gradual  increase  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
reached  a figure  approaching  a more  favourable  economic 
proposition. 

The  special  collection  of  kitchen  waste  was  discon- 
tinued in  August,  1954,  as  there  was  no  further  demand 
for  this  commodity  by  the  processing  plant  to  whom  we 
were  making  regular  supplies. 

Salvage  was  collected  and  sold  as  follows : 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Paper  

(14 

10 

3 

Rags  ... 

— 

— 

o 

Metals  ...  . 

4 

G 

2 

Waste  food 

(58 

19 

0 

Total  ... 

138 

2 

3 

Gross  Value  £(177  17s.  8d. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  TIIE  AREA 

Details  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  during  1954, 
are  shown  in  Table  IX. 
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TABLE  IX 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  DUPING  THE  YEAR 


Public*  Health  Acts ...  ... 

Consolidated  Regulations  ...  

Meat  and  Food  Inspections: — 

Food  Inspection  

Slaughter-houses  

Butchers’  Shops  

Market  ...  ... 

Farms 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  

Ice-cream  Premises 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Dairies  and  Bottled  H i Iks 
Bakehouses  ...  ....  ...  ...  ... 

Restaurant  Kitchens  

Other  Food  Shops  

Common  Lodging  Houses  .. 

Infectious  disease  and  disinfection 

Shop  Acts  ...  ... 

Water  Samples 

Rodent  Control . 

Work  completed  

Smoke  observations  

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  

( futworkers  ...  

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Factory  and  Workshops  

Offensive  Trades  ...  

Swimming  Baths  

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  . . 

Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Caravans  and  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Public  Cleansing* 

Drains  and  Water  Closets  

Hen  Pens  and  Piggeries  

Miscellaneous  ...  


478 

20 


470 

12<i 

120 

248 

20 

55 

11 

4 


88 

5 

60 

190 

30 

74 

20 

10 

39 

5 

Q 

0 

53 

1 
1 

3 
o 

4 

300 

137 

4 

158 


2818 

In  Table  X are  given  particulars  of : 

(a)  Notices  served  and  complied  with. 

(b)  Defects  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied. 
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TABLE  X 

-a)  NOTICES 


Served 

Complied 

with 

Formal  notices  

2 

2 

157 

Informal  notices 

195 

<b)  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 

Discovered 

Abated 

Dwelling-houses ; 

Dampness 

15 

309 

9 

296 

Defective  aslibins 

Defective  waste  water  closets 

129 

109 

Defective  fresh  water  closets 

5 

5 

Defective  drains  ...  

77 

75 

Chimnevs  

12 

5 

6 

Boofs  

9 

Eaves-gutters  

6 

3 

Defective  plaster  ...  

5 

o 

,,  windows  

4 

,,  floorboards  

3 

— 

Others  ...  ..  

113 

95 

Totals 

... 

687 

607 

35 


Smoke  Abatement: 

Ten  routine  observations  of  the  emission  of'  smoke 
from  mill  chimneys  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Continued  negotiations  with  the  firm  referred  to  in 
last  years  report,  resulted  in  automatic  stokers  being  in- 
stalled during  1954. 

Swimming  Baths : 

The  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  provide  one  plunge 
bath,  eight  slipper  baths  and  two  medicinal  (Zotofoam) 
baths. 

The  water  in  (lie  plunge  bath  is  treated  by  filtration, 
chlorination  and  aeration  under  pressure  and  is  chemically 
treated  by  sulphate  of  alumina  and  soda.  The  water  is 
tested  daily  for  pH  value,  for  residual  chlorine  and  for 
temperature.  The  pool  capacity  is  approximately  76,000 
gallons  and  there  is  complete  turnover  of  the  water  each 
34  hours.  A bacteriological  sample  of  the  water  was  taken 
by  the  Health  Department,  and  was  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Bea  Bugs: 

There  were  no  cases  of  bed  bugs  to  be  dealt  with  dur- 
ing the  year.  An  infestation  of  fleas  at  one  house  was 
treated  by  internally  spraying  with  a solution  of  5% 
D.D.T.  in  Kerosene. 

Camp  Sites : 

There  have  been  no  licenses  issued  by  the  local 
authority  and  no  areas  are  used  for  camping  purposes. 

Schools : 

The  sanitary  conditions  in  all  the  nine  schools  in  the 
area  are  reasonably  satisfactory.  All  are  supplied  with 
water  from  the  town’s  mains.  One  very  bad  yard  was  re- 
surfaced during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control : 

In  March  and  September  routine  treatment  of  the 
Town’s  sewers  for  the  destruction  of  rodents  was  carried 
out.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  baits  were  laid  and 


thirty-three  complete  takes  were  registered.  The  highest 
incidence  of  infestation  is  around  the  Town  Centre. 

.During. the  year  19  private  premises  were  dealt  with 
tor  rodent  infestations,  all  being  of  a minor  character. 

Including  sewer  treatment  work  and  inspection  and 
treatment  of  private  premises  74  visits  were  made  in  1954 
This  figure  does  not  include  many  routine  inspections  for 
the  presence  of  rodents. 

Offensive  Trade: 

1 lie  only  offensive  trade  carried  on  in  this  area  viz: 
soap  boiling,  was  discontinued  early  in  1954  and  later  in 
the  year  the  premises  were  demolished  (Messrs.  Wm. 
Hoyle  and  Sons  Ltd.,  West  Lancashire  Soap  Works, 
Broadway,  ITaslingden ) . 

Factories  Act,  1937: 

The  following  table  shows  inspection  made  for  the 
pui  pose  of  provisions  as  to  health  including  inspections 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

TABLE  XI 


IS! umber  of 


Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

W ritl  en 
Notices 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 
4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

5 

1 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

48 



Other  premises  under  the  Act  : 

(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction, 
but  not  out  workers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

CO 

1 

— 

37 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  defects  found 
and  remedied  during  the  year. 

TABLE  XII 


Refer  d 

N u m b ' r 

Reme- 

by  H.M . 

°f 

Particulars 

Found  : died 

In spec- 

Prose- 

tor 

cutions. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

— — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— — 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

— — 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 'L 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes... 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat  ug 

to  outwork) 

2 2 

1 

— 

Total 

l 

— 

Outworkers : 

There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  outworkers  and 
the  types  of  work  carried  on  by  such  outworkers  during 
the  year.  There  are  eight  on  the  register  and  these  are 
visited  when  opportunity  permits. 

Shops  and  Offices : 

One  hundred  and  ninety  routine  visits  and  inspections 
were  made  during  1954  of  shops  in  the  district.  Nine  in- 
formal notices  were  served  as  a result  of  minor  defects 
found,  and  all  were  complied  with.  No  action  was  found 
necessary  with  regard  to  offices. 

Common  Lodging  blouses: 

There  is  still  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  Hasling- 
den,  this  is  situated  in  the  Town  Ward.  The  premises  are 
visited  from  time  to  time  and  were  found  to  be  reasonably 
satisfactory  both  as  to  cleanliness  and  conduct. 


38 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928: 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  town  where 
manufactured  and  so  far  as  is  known  none  is 
or  used. 


rag  hock  is 
being  sold 


Section  E 


Housing 


40 


Housing  Conditions: 

A special  report  on  the  back  to  earth  properties  in  the 
i lorough  was  submitted  to  the  January  meeting  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  later  circulated  to  all  Members  of 
the  Council. 


! he  report  shows  that  there  are  57  of  the  basement 
type  back  to  earth  houses  in  the  Borough.  These  form  part 
of  four  storey  erections  built  into  a hillside,  in  which  the 
bottom  two  storeys  are  completely  back  to  earth  and  form 
the  dwellings  described  above  as  “ basement  type  back  to 
earth  houses.”  In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  37  back 
to  earth  houses  of  the  usual  two  storey  construction,  but 
built  into  the  earth  in  varying  depths  at  rear. 


Later  full  inspections  were  made  of  a number  of  the 
basement  type  back  to  earth  houses  and  23  Closing  Orders 
were  made.  Closing  Orders  were  also  made  in  respect  of 
six  other  houses,  two  of  which  were  through,  and  four 
back  to  back. 


An  owner  o£  four  houses  in  the  Top  of  Town  area 
requested  the  Council  to  take  these  over  for  eventual  de- 
molition. The  Council  accepted  this  offer.  Three  of  the 
houses  were  occupied. 


Some  preliminary  work  was  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  Housing  Survey  called  for  in  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  although  only  a limited  progress 
was  made  some  knowledge  was  gained  on  the  most  ex- 
pedient methods  to  be  employed  when  the  actual  survey 
is  undertaken  in  earnest  during  1955. 


There  was  very  little  interest  shown  by  either  owners 
or  occupiers  in  the  “ Repairs  increases  permitted  with 
regard  to  house  rents  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act.  1954.  A few  inquiries  were  made,  but  very 
little  official  action  called  for.  The  position  did  not 
(diange  in  the  early  months  of  1955. 
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Statistics : 


Permanent  Traditional  Houses  Erected 

X umber  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year: 

Houses  Flats 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  84  20 

(b)  By  Other  Local  Authorities  ......  2 — 

(c)  By  other  bodies  or  persons... 4 — 


Totals  90  20 


No  prefabricated  houses  of  any  type  erected  during 
tlie  year. 

Houses  in  hand  at  the  end  of  December,  1954  ...  74 

Houses  contemplated  at  the  end  of  December,  1954  ...  50 


Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding: 

Without  a resurvey  it  is  impossible  to  state  the  position 
with  regard  to  overcrowding,  as  movements  of  families, 
additions  to  families,  deaths,  marriages  and  other  move- 
ment of  the  population  have  made  existing  statistical  re- 
cords obsolete.  The  number  of  houses  and  the  estimated 
population  gives  an  average  of  2.01  persons  per  house.  This 
figure  certainly  does  not  suggest  that  any  extensive  over- 
crowding can  exist.  Uneven  occupation  of  houses,  such 
as  one  person  occupying  a four  or  six  roomed  house,  whilst 
families  with  young  children  occupy  houses  with  only  one 
or  two  bedrooms,  does  cause  individual  cases  of  over- 
crowding, despite  the  low  average  number  of  persons  per 
house  in  the  Borough.  The  “ points  ” system  of  letting 
of  Council  houses  gives  preference  to  such  families  living 
under  overcrowded  conditions. 
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1.  Inspection  of  dweliinghouses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspec- 

ted for  housing  defects  (under  Public 


Health  and  Housing  Acts)  367 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  tbe 

purpose  ...  ...  478 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellingkouses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
and  1932  12 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ......  20 

(3)  Number  of  dwellingkouses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health,  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(4)  Number  of  dwellingkouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation 136 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year : 

Number  of  defective  dwellingkouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  98 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(11  Number  of  dwellingkouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(21  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


(b)  B.v  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwell  ingliouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  owners 1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  , — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

Closing  Orders  under  section  11  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936,  as  amended  by  sec.  10  of  Local 

Govt.  Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act,  1953  29 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

4.  Number  of  houses  demolished  without  service  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

5.  Housing  Act,  1949 — 54  Improvement  Grants : 

28  schemes  considered  in  1954,  and  formal  approval 
followed  in  1955  in  17  instances. 


Section  F 


Inspection  and  Supervision 
of  Food 


4d 

Milk: 

During-  1954  thirty-four  visits  were  made  to  farms  and 
dairies  in  the  Borough.  Many  of  these  visits  were  in  con- 
nection with  the  purity  of  private  water  supplies  serving* 
the  farms.  Most  of  our  farms  depend  on  private  supplies 
of  water,  these  farms  are  mainly  situated  at  a high  altitude 
on  the  perimeter  of  the  Borough  and  they  are  either  too 
far  away  from  the  public  water  mains  for  a service  to  be 
practicable  or  at  an  altitude  which  precludes  a gravity 
supply  from  this  source. 

Eleven  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  the 
private  water  supplies  in  connection  with  farms  in  the 
BorougJh. 

Thirty-four  samples  were  taken  of  milk  produced  and 
retailed  by  the  local  dairy  farmers.  Of'  these  samples  29 
were  submitted  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli,  21 
for  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  13  for  Brucella  Abortus 
test.  All  of  the  samples  submitted  for  T.B.  tests  were 
found  to  be  free  from  infection,  and  of  the  21  samples 
submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  all  but  two  were 
satisfactory.  The  thirteen  samples  submitted  for  Brucella 
Abortus  tests  were  as  a result  of  a resident  of  the  Borough 
being  ill  and  diagnosed  as  suffering-  from  Brucellosis.  Four 
of  the  thirteen  samples  showed  evidence  of  Brucella  Abor- 
tus infection  and  eventually  the  infection  was  tracd  to  two 
cows.  These  cows  were  isolated  and  their  milk  was  excluded 
from  the  raw  milk  supply,  this  milk  being-  sent  for  pas- 
teurisation. The  patient  quickly  recovered  and  no  further 
cases  of  a similar  nature  have  been  reported. 

One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  taken  and  sub- 
mitted for  the  Phosphates-  test,  this  was  quite  satisfac- 
tory. 
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At  December  -'51  st  there  were  49  Distributors  of  Milk 
on  I lie  register.  These  are  in  addition  to  farmers  who 
retail  their  own  milk. 

Mi!*k  (Special  Designation)  Regulation,  1949  (Raw  Milk) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  : 

The  following  hold  licences  under  the  Special  Desig- 
nations Regulations  at  the  end  of  December: 

42  Dealers’  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk. 

7 Dealers’  Licences  for  T.T.  Milk. 

7 Dealers’  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk. 

2 Supplementary  Licences  for  T.T.  Milk. 

1 Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Examination  of  Milk  Supplies: 

Particulars  of  the  bacteriological  and  biological  ex- 
amination during  1954  are  given  in  Table  XIII 


TABLE  XIII 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 
DURING  1954 


Particulars  of 
Examination 

No. 

of  Samples 

Total 

Neg- 

ative 

Posi-  Sati-. 
tive  factorv 

Not 

Satis- 

factory 

Biological  for 

29 

29 

Tuberculosis 

Metbvlene  Blue  . . 

21 

19 

o 

Brucella  Abortus 

13 

9 

4 

Phosphatase 

1 

1 
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Inspection  of  IVseat  and  Other  Food: 

J'  requent  inspections  are  made  at  retailers  shops  ( in- 
cluding butchers  sliops)  where  foodstuffs  are  stored, 
exposed  for  sale,  or  in  course  of  preparation  for  sale.  The 
Market  is  visited  each  Market  day,  i.e.,  Tuesday  and 
hriday.  I he  number  of  visits  paid  for  the  purpose  of  meat 
and  food  inspection  during  the  year  was  479.  Slaughter- 
ing of  “ cottagers'  pigs”  has  now  ceased  with  the  de-con- 
trol of  meal,  but  regular  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the 
one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  town.  The  carcase  of 
each  animal  slaughtered  is  inspected  at  time  of  slaughter 
or  within  a short  time  following-  slaughter 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  within  the  district: 


cattle 
excltiu  ing 
Cows 

Cows 

Caives 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (.if  known) 

95 

Nil. 

1 

764 

149 

Number  Inspected  

95 

— 

1 

764 

149 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5 

Nil. 

jO 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  . . . . 

5.2% 

Nil. 

3.9% 

2.0% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

a 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affe  cted  with  Tuberculosis  • . 

3.1% 

_ 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2.0% 

No.  of  carcases  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus  bovis 

—Nil. 


Food  Poisoning: 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  1954,  a 
few  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  reported,  but 
specimens  submitted  for  examination  from  these  cases 
were  all  proved  negative. 
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Food  Condemned : 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  in  1954,  and  were  dealt  with  as  di- 
rected hy  the  Government. 


Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  1564  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit ...  290  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  ...  404  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  ...  86“  lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  ...  1^  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  144  lbs. 

Raw  Meat  (Pig  Carcase)  113  lbs. 

Rabbits  (Skinned)  ...  30  lbs. 


Total  ....  861 1 lbs. 


Food  Premises: 

Some  attention  has  been  given  to  many  food  premises, 
including  catering  establishments,  but  the  number  of 
visits  has  been  somewhat  restricted  due  to  the  insufficiency 
of  qualified  staff. 

During  the  year  three  premises  were  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream.  Most  of  the  ice-cream  retailers  in  the 
town  purchase  pre-packed  ice-cream,  to  be  sold  either  in 
cartons  or  in  wrappers. 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  or  other  Acts,  is  as 
follows : 

Ice-cream  (52)  ; Butchers  (14)  ; Bakers  and  Cook  Shops 
(34)  ; Fish  and  Chips  (IT). 

Seventeen  premises  are  registered  in  connection  with 
food  hawkers’  businesses. 

Bakehouses : 

The  number  of  bakehouses  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1954,  was  34,  of  these  man^  are  small  businesses,  and  a 
very  small  number  are  classified  as  underground  bake- 
houses. One  of  the  latter  type  was  discontinued  during  the 
year  and  a modern  up-to-date  bakehouse  constructed  on 
the  first  floor  of  the  same  building. 
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Public  Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations: 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  during 
the  year. 

Adulteration  of  Food:  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
Examination : 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  19-18, 
and  regulations  governing  Ihe  adulteration  of  food,  am 
under  the  control  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and 
their  officers  take  samples  in  the  district.  The  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  foodstuffs  is  dealt  with  by  the 
Borough  Council  and  samples  are  submitted  for  such 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester. 


